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From Jefferson to Lincoln. By William McDonald, professor of Amer- 
ican history, Brown University. [The Home University Li- 
brary of Modern Knowledge, no. 67.] (New York: Henry 
Holt and Company ; London : Williams and Norgate, 1913. 
256 p. $.50) 
This little volume offers an excellent survey of the development of 
the United States from the War of 1812 to 1861. To be sure in the 
space of two hundred and fifty small pages one cannot treat with care 
many of the great topics of this period ; nor is there room in such lim- 
ited space for the incorporation of many of the results of recent inves- 
tigation. The point of view, the selection of subjects for treatment, and 
the omissions, therefore, become the important things to note. And in 
all of these the reader will find that the narrative is up to date, that the 
essentials receive attention, and that there is no reason for complaint 
as to the omissions. 

The political readjustment following the second war with England, 
including the tariff, bank and internal improvements laws of 1816, the 
decisions of the supreme court of 1819 to 1821 and the Monroe doctrine, 
is well described. The sectional conflict as shown in the election of 
Jackson, the debate on the Poote resolution of 1830, and the struggle 
over nullification is handled with better appreciation of the group in- 
terests of the time than it has been the custom of American historians 
to manifest. Nor is there room for disagreement in the treatment of the 
extravagant imperialism of the Tyler and Polk administrations, the 
almost equally unreasoning Wilmot proviso agitation, and the abolition 
movement. One hundred and twenty-five of the total two hundred and 
fifty pages of the text are devoted to the twelve years which followed 
the close of the Mexican War and the analysis of this critical period is 
discriminating and just to all parties to the conflict. 

To say, as Professor McDonald does on page 46, that the purpose oi 
those who framed the Constitution was rather to restrain than to estab 
lish democracy, that the national bank of 1832 "had unquestionablj 
become a menace," and that it was "a lasting discredit" to the judges 
of the supreme court to side with "the reactionary minority" in 1851 
is to indicate that the influence of recent discussion and recent criticisn 
is already manifesting itself in the writing of history. And it is in th< 
interest of scholarship that critical work, even in a popular book lik< 
this is intended to be, should show that its author "reads the electioi 
returns. ' ' 

William B. Dodd 



